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Auxiliary Accidents and 
Governmental Assistance  

 
 

By Sig Murphy 
   The boating season is upon us, and Auxiliarists 
should consider protection from Auxiliary activity 
liability to include what they need to do to 
maximize the possibility of Government 
assistance should an accident occur while on 
Auxiliary duty. A close review of your boat 
insurance policy is important. 
 

   Unfortunately, accidents while boating do occur 
and can lead to liability and lawsuits. 
While we all have automobile and home 
insurance, some do not have adequate boating 
insurance. Every Auxiliary member should 
acquire good insurance for all of their boating 
activities including transporting the boat, when in 
the harbor and while boating. Check your 
insurance policy carefully. Some policies, for 
example, do not provide coverage when the boat is 
“on orders” for Auxiliary duty. Make sure you 
have the highest coverage available you can afford 
for all potential loss and liability, including injury, 
death, medical expenses and property damage as 
well as coverage when on or operating a boat you 
do not own. 
 

   Contrary to popular belief, the substitution of the 
Government for an Auxiliarist in a claim or 
lawsuit by an injured third party does not  
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necessarily depend on whether the Auxiliary 
member was on written orders, even though being 
on orders may help to establish part of what a 
claims examiner will consider. 
 

   In the event of an accident during certain 
Auxiliary operational boating activities, a member 
may be entitled to certain Coast Guard benefits 
when properly assigned to duty. These benefits 
may include partial medical coverage, survivor 
benefits and insulation from liability for injury or 
damage to a “third party”- a person who you 
injured or who suffered property damage because 
of you. To be potentially eligible for such 
Governmental assistance you must (1) have an 
authorized “assignment to duty” for the mission, 
(2) be qualified for the duty, and (3) must have 
been acting within the “scope of employment” for 
the duty. In this short article, it is impossible to 
summarize all there is to know about such matters; 
however, an understanding of the three 
“eligibility” requirements as related to the 
Auxiliary Operations Program will help. 
 

ASSIGNMENT TO DUTY: 
   Auxiliarists augment the Coast Guard by 
performing a variety of authorized administrative 
and Operational Support activities. Most members 
involved in the Operations Program know that an 
“assignment of duty” usually takes the form of a 
“patrol order” which can only be issued by the 
Coast Guard. Generally this occurs when placed 
on operational orders (POMS) by the order issuing 



authority (DIRAUX). As is indicated in Chapter 5, 
Section J of the Auxiliary Manual (AUX MAN), 
protection from the Government for injury or 
death caused by an Auxiliary member will depend, 
in part, on a favorable determination that the 
member had a valid “assignment to duty”. See 
Table 5-1 in the same Section of the AUX MAN 
for a list of authorized activities for the Auxiliary. 
For the best possible chance of having 
Government assistance if an accident occurs, the 
member should be prepared to document the same 
which is why written orders given before the 
accident are helpful. 
 

 QUALIFIED: 
   To be eligible for benefits, the member assigned 
a specific duty must be “qualified” to perform the 
mission. That means the member must conform to 
the rules and procedures established by the 
Commandant which are generally found in the 
AUX MAN and, for Operational Missions, in the 
Operations Policy Manual. For a given mission the 
member must be both qualified to perform the 
mission and be assigned to duty to perform the 
mission. 
 

SCOPE OF EMPLOYMENT: 
   If a qualified and properly assigned member has 
an accident during a mission, the Governmental 
protections discussed are contingent on a 
favorable determination that the member was 
acting within the “scope of employment” as a 
Federal employee at the time of the accident. This 
means the member was acting within reasonable 
parameters of the assigned mission.  For instance; 
an Auxiliarist on patrol orders who assists a boater 
with a non-emergency tow and has properly 
followed the CG SAR manual, properly notified 
the Sector Command Center and received 
direction to take this vessel in tow, has followed 
the “scope of employment”.  It is always 
important to call the Coast Guard for authorization 
for any deviation of the mission parameters and 
tasking, even if it only involves exceeding your 
time on the water or a waiver of the Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) requirements.  
 

   We are trained and motivated to assist the Coast 
Guard in certain missions. However, it is 
important to always ensure we are protected 
should an accident occur while performing the 

same. One of the best ways to do this is to be 
properly trained, follow the official procedures 
and policies, and obtain adequate insurance 
coverage to cover all possible events. Do not 
simply rely on the Government to assist you 
because they may not. If you perform a mission, 
make sure the mission is approved for the 
Auxiliary that you are qualified, that you have an 
assignment to duty, and are acting reasonably 
while performing within the scope of the assigned 
duty. Notify the authorizing authority immediately 
of any accident or loss. Keep excellent records 
including a copy of all orders and a log of all 
activities. For more information on claims, injury, 
or death while assigned to duty as an Auxiliarist, 
read Chapter 5, Section K of the AUX MAN. 
 

 
 

Operations 
 

 

By Tom Kane 
   Summer Operations are starting to gear up and 
we should be seeing our first patrols by the 3rd of 
May, continuing through the remainder of the 22 
weekend season. The SAFEBoat won’t be back 
from Homer until the 9th of May. 
 

   There are two Operations events planned for the 
summer. 
 

   The first event will be a Training Weekend on 
June 7th and 8th. We can get orders for any OPFAC 
wanting to attend the training. The main focus of 
the weekend is to get QE’s done for those who 
need them. There will be two QE’s available for 
the weekend. The following people are due for 
their three year check rides in those areas. 
 

Cathey Sterling, PWC 
David Brubaker, Boat Crew Coxswain 
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James Chase, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Robert Harvey, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Tony Hillegeist, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Russell Lyday, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Sig Murphy, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Mark Parmelee, Boat Crew Coxswain 
Yvonne Chase, Boat Crew Crewperson 
Linda Shogren, Boat Crew Crewperson 
Sue Whitney, Boat Crew Crewperson 
 

   Please follow the procedure and make out a 
request form for the three year re-certification. 
The form can be found at:  
http://a170.uscgaux.info/d17_downloads/Appendi
x_G_D17_QE_Request_Fillable_080907.pdf
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   The QE’s can be done at any other time as well 
if a Qualifying Examiner can be available. 
 

   The second event is a SAREX weekend on July 
19th and 20th. This event will allow us to practice 
those skills which we are required to know but 
may have become a little rusty at such as Towing, 
Man Overboard and Search Patterns. I am hoping 
that a helicopter can be coordinated to do some 
basket drops to the SAFEBoat. Both of these 
events will include an on the water “Potluck” 
fellowship on the Saturdays after the training. 
 

   Bill Holzheimer will be representing Whittier 
Flotilla at the Coxswain Academy in Homer this 
year in his quest to become a SAFEBoat 
Coxswain. The Academy is from April 26th 
through May 4th. 
 

   The SAFEBoat crew program has a number of 
people who started toward crew last summer and 
will probably continue toward that goal this 
summer. Included here are Mary Southard, Jerry 
Jenkins, Bethany Kindricks, Vincent Browne and 
Aaron Mann. There are also some who have 
expressed a desire to start the SAFEBoat 
crewperson program this summer. Included here 
are Wendell Nelson, Kirk Whitehurst, David 
Bronfman and Ron Paye. Therefore the SAFEBoat 
program now has 5 Crewpersons, 9 current 
Coxswains with 1 additional Coxswain in REYR 
and 10 trainees for a total of 25 people involved. 
 

   Let’s have a safe summer on the water. 
 
 

Shore Based Sign Offs 
 

 

By Rae De Ley FSO-MT 
  Shore based sign offs will be held in Anchorage 
on April 26, 2008 at Highland Tech High from 
8:00 AM to 10:00 AM.  Shore Based Sign Offs 
are for members working toward Auxiliary Crew, 
Coxswain, or Personal Water Craft (PWC) 
Operator. We will have mentors, props, and 
prospective Crew and Coxswains together for 
training. This is an opportunity to learn new skills, 
or to demonstrate these skills before a mentor and 
acquire a sign off toward Crew, Coxswain, or 
PWC Operator. Among the skills that can be 
learned or demonstrated will be marlinspike 
seamanship, the proper use of visual distress 
signals (VDS), navigation, first aid, and the use of 
a signal mirror.   
 

   Shore based training is a great opportunity to 
work on your training toward Crew, Coxswain or 
Personal Water Craft Operator. It can allow you to 
acquire sign offs on the skills you already know, 
and help you to focus on the skills you still need to 
learn. Completing these shore based skills will 
result in a jump on the training process. When 
summer arrives most of the remaining skills to be 
demonstrated will be those that can only be tested 
on the water.   
 

   If you have questions or if you wish to take part 
in this training opportunity, drop me a line at 
Rae_deley@hotmail.com. 
 
 

IS A VDS IN YOUR POCKET? 
 

 

By Rae De Ley FSO-MT 
 

   Who read the Anchorage Daily News on 
Thursday, April 17, 2008? Were you able to find 
the downed helicopter in the photo on Page A-10? 
The helicopter is there in the photo, but it is very 
hard to see. The lesson here is that without some 
form of a Visual Distress Signal (VDS) it can be 
very hard to gain the attention of the Search and 
Rescue Team. 
 

   U.S. Coast Guard Approved VDS come in three 
basic types: Day, Night, and Day/Night.  Day 

http://a170.uscgaux.info/d17_downloads/Appendix_G_D17_QE_Request_Fillable_080907.pdf
http://a170.uscgaux.info/d17_downloads/Appendix_G_D17_QE_Request_Fillable_080907.pdf
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Visual Distress Signals include a smoke flare, sea 
dye marker, or the orange flag with a black square 
and ball. Night Visual Distress Signals include 
meteor flares, or a flash light that signals SOS. 
Day/Night Visual Distress Signals include a hand 
held flare that puts out both a red light and orange 
smoke or a signal mirror used with a flash light.  
Not sure what type you own or how to use it? All 
you need do is read the label on the VDS. The 
type of VDS and the directions for use are marked 
n them. o

   

   When you select Visual Distress Signals to go 
on your boat or in the pocket of your life jacket, 
consider what types of situations you might find 
your self in. Is it small enough to fit in the pocket 
of your life jacket just in case you go over the side 
and into the water? Is it some thing you think you 
could use quickly in an emergency? Or is it a type 
of VDS that is very hard to deploy? Is it a VDS 
that will need to be completely replaced in a year 
or two? Or is it a type of VDS that just needs new 
flares for the launcher?    
 

   Consider making a trip to one of the marine 
supply stores and see what is available.  You will 
see there is a great selection to choose from. They 
range in price from a few dollars to over $100, and 
in size from a small object the size of a candy bar 

 the size of a five pound can of coffee. to
    

   If you want to learn more about VDS, consider 
attending the next session of Shore Based Sign 
Offs on April 26th. I will bring a variety of Visual 
Distress Signals for your review. I will also bring 
an example of the distress flag and a signal mirror.   
 

   For more information of VDS you can also look 
in your Crew Book which describes at least 15 
different methods of signaling when you are in 
distress. 
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National Safe Boating Week 

 
 

   The Whittier Flotilla is kicking off National Safe 
Boating Week with Vessel Exam Ramp Days.  
The Vessel Exam stations will be at the Whittier 
Harbor launch ramps May 17 and 18. This is 
traditionally the kick off of the boating season and 
a great opportunity to provide the safe boating 
message to the public and to encourage life jacket 
wear.  
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FSO-PB Cathey Sterling 
P.O. Box 210643 Anchorage, AK 99521 

907-529-7353   alaskaaux@gci.net
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